
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mainee Schoool Perfoormancce Gradding Syystem 
A-F Repport Cardds for Schoools 

Overvview 

During his State of thhe State adddress in February 2013, Governor LeePage annoounced that 
Maine wiill introduce a school perrformance g rading systeem so students, parents, taxpayers and 
others caan easily undderstand howw their schoools are doin g, just as re eport cards hhelp parents 
understand how thei r kids are dooing. 

The goals of A-F graading are to pprovide a staarting point, with easy-too-understandd and concisse 
information showing how a scho ol is doing, aand to makee sure that scchools are aaccountable for 
explaininng that to theeir communitties. 

No one sscore or gradde tells the wwhole story oof a school. That’s why tthe grading system is baased 
on several factors, inncluding studdent achieveement in reaading and maath, growth/pprogress in 
achievemment, and, inn particular, tthe performaance and groowth of the bbottom 25 p ercent of 
students (for elemen tary schoolss) and the grraduation ratte (for high sschools).  

We encoourage parennts and othe rs to dig deeeper by visitiing the Educcation Data WWarehouse,, 
which coontains multi--year, detaileed informatioon about eaach school annd provides the ability too 
compare a school to others throuughout the sstate using aa wide rangee of measurees. 

We hopee people will use both – tthe letter graade overvieww and the deetails that coome with digging 
into the DData Warehoouse – to maake determinnations abouut how their schools aree doing, and to 
ask informed questioons of their sschool and ddistrict adminnistrators. 

We also plan to suppport strugglinng schools. UUntil now, wwe’ve only beeen able to pprovide that kind 
of support for underpperforming TTitle I schoolss because oof restrictionss on the usee of federal 
improvemment funds. Governor LeePage’s proposed budgeet includes mmoney for scchool 
improvemment and su pport. We’ll use this fun ding to assisst underperfforming schoools with direect 
funds and with technnical assistannce. 

Maine’’s gradingg systemm 

Thirteen other statess and New YYork City havve A-F schoool grading syystems in plaace, with maany 
similaritiees among th em. In seekking a systemm that wouldd work for Maaine, we exaamined seveeral 
of these. Florida’s waas one that wwas examineed closely, bbut not all elements of FFlorida’s plann 
work for Maine. We aalso looked at Oklahomaa and Indianna, among o thers. 

From thee start, it wass clear that tthe grading ssystem shouuld include sstudent achieevement as well 
as student growth. AAbsolute perfformance is essential, buut so is helpping studentss improve. FFor 
example, if a studentt starts a schhool year reaading two yeears below ggrade level aand starts th e 



      
 

 

next schoool year onlyy one year bbelow level, tthat school/tteacher helpped that studdent achievee two 
years of growth in onne year. If that happenedd with many students, it should be reeflected in thhe 
school’s grade. Mainne’s elementtary school ggrading systeem also incoorporates peerformance aand 
growth among the boottom 25 perrcent of studdents. A schoool must be held accounntable not onnly 
for improoving overall performancce, but also ffor those stuudents who aare strugglinng or might 
otherwisee fall throughh the crackss. 


